Metastatic angiosarcoma of the liver preoperatively presenting as giant hemangioma.
Hepatic angiosarcomas are rare tumors most often associated with exposure to vinyl chloride or other carcinogens. Only a few cases have been published without such a history. We report the case of a 73-year-old woman who was admitted to our medical department with unclear upper abdominal pain, thrombocytopenia and anemia. Both computed tomography and magnet resonance imaging revealed a giant hemangioma in the right liver with multiple small hemangiomas. To cure the problem of thrombocytopenia due to sequestration of blood cells in the hemangioma, we decided to resect the large tumor. Intraoperatively, however, the diagnosis of angiosarcoma with multiple metastases was made. The patient died 6 weeks after surgery. Problems in diagnosing angiosarcoma include the brief duration of antecedent symptoms, difficulties in radiological diagnosis, and patients without a history of professional exposure to carcinogens.